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Las Vegas splits into two districts:
“West Old Town” & “East New Town”

Las Vegas thrives as a town
along the Santa Fe Trail

the two communities merge

Since before Las Vegas was established, it has brought people together as a town of 
trade. When it was formally settled with a land grant from the Mexican government, it 
was centered around a plaza, still bringing its inhabitants and visitors together.

The shift didn’t occur until the arrival of the railroads in 1879 when the di�ering two 
forms of transportation created a new eastern town for Las Vegas. This was the 
beginning of a rivalry between the Western “Old Town” and Eastern “New Town.”

Even though the two towns politically merged as one town in 1970, a rivalry between 
districts still continues today. Split by the Gallinas River, these two districts are well known by 
its inhabitants and lives to compete within the two high schools of “Old Town” and “New Town.”

Much like that of the human body, Las Vegas operates as two halves of a whole.
At �rst, the two sides seem to be independent, but they inevitably support and
complement one another.
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The left side and the right side of 
your brain serve di�erent functions, 
but only when the two sides work 
together can the human body fully 
function properly.

The streets of the city can be 
compared  to the veins and 
arteries of the body. They may 
lead to di�erent places and 
serve di�erent functions,  but 
they are part of the same 
system.

The spine in many ways is like 
the Gallinas River. It divided 
the two sides, but at the 
same time provided crucial 
support.


