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The Library of Mixed Media houses traditional and newly emerging forms of media. It is 
inspired by technological advancement but also honors the traditional roots that help 
ground its development. Like the technological advancements that have taken place in 
society, the Library of Mixed Media also explores further development in technology 
and methodology.

The form of this library is derived directly from the idea that traditional forms 
of media and contemporary forms can communicate with one another and 
create a dialogue. Traditional forms overlay to create structure and 
circulation while contemporary forms place program and function. 

The overlapping of these two ideas create new opportunites 
and possibly develop into newly emerging forms.
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Books have always been a part of society and culture 
ever since the beginning of written history. Their role in 
recording history, conveying messages, and entertaining 
has carried on generation after generation. With the 
development of the internet and electronic devices, it 
seems society has shifted towards new forms of media. 
One direct development is the ebook, the traditional 
book’s electronic counterpart. And although the ebook 
has grew drastically in recent years, the traditional form 
of books and media still continues to persevere.
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library of mixed media
san francisco, ca
richard pham

population: 825,000 traditional books  and ebooks
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